| Kings 22:41-53
Compromise & Conformity

Jehoshaphat (41-59) — Compromise

Places of worship — In the presence of God — worship God where He is
Coming to the Temple (or Tabernacle) - God’s presence (Exodus 25:22)
Only with a sacrifice —Jesus is our once for all sacrifice (Hebrews 9:25-26)
Offering grace to Solomon (I Kings 3:2-5; 10:7-9) - No temple yet built
Coming to Jesus — our privilege (John 4:19-24) — God is in us — In Spirit & in truth

Peace with Israel’s king — there is still a spiritual war / Israel was not with God
Company we keep? (I Corinthians 15:33) — His son married Athaliah
Connected to whom? (Il Corinthians 6:14-18 / | Corinthians 10:20)
We must not join with the wicked / some practices are led by demons
Partnering with the wicked
Building your own house? (Il Chronicles 20:35-37) — trade agreements?
Building done by God (Psalm 127:1) — or else itis all in vain

Ahaziah (51-53) — Conformity (Romans 12:2)

The way of his father — Ahab
Worse than his own father (I Kings 16:25; 30:31-33) —increasing wickedness
Word of God ignored (Joshua 6:26 / | Kings 30:34) — why ask if you won’t listen?

The way of his mother - Jezebel - Baal worship & idolatry abound
Defined wickedness (Il Kings 9:22, 34-37 / Revelation 2:20) — demonic influence
Death and destruction (Il Kings 11:1) — Athaliah murders her own grandchildren
Jezebel’s daughter kills her own grandchildren to remain in power
The way of his predecessor — Jeroboam - the sins which led to Israel’s downfall
Ignoring God (1 Kings 11:38) — God has encouraged him to remain faithful
Inviting idolatry (I Kings 12:26-33) — we’re going to do things our own way



Discussion questions for | Kings 22:41-53

What does it mean to worship God? How is worshipping God seen in our lives? (Psalm 95:6
/ Psalm 100:1-3/John 4:24 / Romans 12:1 / Hebrews 12:28-29 / Revelation 19:3-4, 9-10)
Worshipping God is ascribing to Him His rightful place. We do this by offering
ourselves in service to Him and by bowing ourselves before Him. It is seen by our
exaltation of Him in praise and song, in our wills surrendered to Him according to His
Word, and in our fear and reverence toward Him as His Person and position demand.

What is the difference between being in the world and having the world be in us? Where do
you personally struggle with worldly influence in your life? How can we protect ourselves
from the influence of the world? (Psalm 1/ Psalm 101 /1 John 2:15-17 / James 4:3-6)

We are called to reach out to a lost world with the Gospel - this requires that we
interact with those who do not know Jesus. But we are not do join in the attitudes and
actions that the world practices, we are called to be separate and set apart for God. In
our culture of affluence, entertainment and the pursuit of money or pleasure appear to
have the greatest impact on Christians. We must be careful concerning our
tendencies toward pride and selfishness. We must also make our homes a safe refuge
from the influences of this world.

How does compromise lead to conformity? (Romans 1:21-23 / Ephesians 5:11-17/

| Timothy 4:1-4 / James 1:22-25) When we do not acknowledge God, giving thanks to Him
for all He has done for us, we open ourselves to worship other things (idolatry),
including ourselves. When curiosity leads us to explore the things of darkness, our
enemy blinds us to the source of light (Jesus) and we lose the ability to discern the
Lord’s will. When we listen to teaching (if demons) that credits our own merit or
practices we fail to turn to our only source of truth and our consciences become
seared, no longer recognizing our sin for what it is. When we listen to the word and do
not putitinto practice, we deceive ourselves and are no longer able to recognize our
offense before a holy God.
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