
I Kings 21:5-29 
Crossing the Line 

 
Conspiring against the innocent (5-14) 
 
 Abuse of power – the end justifies the means 
  In the name of the king? 
  In the name of God? 
 
 Authority has limits (Acts 4:19) 
  Do you question events? (Nobles and elders) 
  Do you listen to scoundrels? (sons of Belial) 
 
Compliance with the wicked (15-16) 
 
 What was accomplished and how? 
 What’s in it for me? 
 What’s most important? 
 
Confronted with your sin (17-26) 
 
 Hiding from God? (Numbers 32:23 / Proverbs 5:21 / Hebrews 4:13) 
 
 Hearing your judgment 
  As you have done (Proverbs 26:27) 
  As your ancestors who disobeyed – in death and disgrace 
 
 Heart condition of the unrepentant (Jeremiah 17:9) 
  Sold to do evil (Romans 7:14) 
  Sinning and leading others to do the same (Romans 1:32) 
  Seduced by wickedness – leading to idols 
 
Compassion of our God (27-29) 
 
 Toward the humble and repentant (James 4:10 / Hosea 14:1-2) 
 Toward the broken and contrite (Psalm 51:17 / Isaiah 66:2) 
 To delay His judgment (II Peter 3:9) 
 



Discussion questions for I Kings 21:5-29 
 
In what ways do people abuse their authority? 
(II Timothy 3:1-6) 
(Matthew 20:25-28/I Peter 5:1-4) 
(Matthew 23:4, 15, 27-28) 
 
 
How should we respond to those who are abusing authority? 
(I Peter 2:19-21) 
(Matthew 3:7-10; 14:3-4 / Acts 4:18-19) 
(I Corinthians 7:11, 21) 
Matthew 5:43-45 / Romans 12:14, 17-21) 
 
 
What leads a person down a wicked path? (Romans 1:21-25 / II Corinthians 3:5 /               
I Thessalonians 2:1-6) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do we typically respond when confronted with our sin? (Genesis 3:8-13; 4:6-8 / 
I John 1:8, 10) 
 
 
 
 
 
How would God desire for us to respond? (Matthew 3:1 / Acts 26:20 / I John 1:9) 
 


