I Kings 21:5-29
Crossing the Line

Conspiring against the innocent (5-14) — no fear of God (Psalm 36:1-4)

Abuse of power —the end justifies the means - getting what | want at any cost
In the name of the king? — overstepping your authority
In the name of God? - blaspheming His Name

Authority has limits (Acts 4:19) — there is only one God who is over all
Do you question events? (Nobles and elders) — participation w/o verifying
Do you listen to scoundrels? (sons of Belial) - led by liars?

Compliance with the wicked (15-16) — no compassion or regret for taking a life

What was accomplished and how? — no questioning how he died
What’s in it for me? — all he cared about was getting his way
What’s most important? — devaluing life (abortion as an example)

Confronted with your sin (17-26) - it will happen sooner or later

Hiding from God? (Numbers 32:23 / Proverbs 5:21 / Hebrews 4:13)
He sees, He knows, and He will hold you accountable.
Hearing your judgment - life for life (Genesis 9:6)
As you have done (Proverbs 26:27) —a man reaps what he sows (Gal. 6:7)
As your ancestors who disobeyed - in death and disgrace
Like Jeroboam and Basha, his line will come to an end
Heart condition of the unrepentant (Jeremiah 17:9) — wicked beyond cure
Sold to do evil (Romans 7:14) — a slave to the sin nature
Sinning and leading others to do the same (Romans 1:32) — approving of sin
Seduced by wickedness — leading to idols — sold to do evil

Compassion of our God (27-29) - His desire to draw the wicked (me) to Himself
Toward the humble and repentant (James 4:10/ Hosea 14:1-2) - my actions?

Toward the broken and contrite (Psalm 51:17 / Isaiah 66:2) - my heart?
To delay His judgment (Il Peter 3:9) — thankful for His patience



Discussion questions for | Kings 21:5-29

In what ways do people abuse their authority?

(Il Timothy 3:1-6) — using religion to excuse evil behavior & take advantage of others
(Matthew 20:25-28/1 Peter 5:1-4) — using their positions to treat others as slaves
(Matthew 23:4, 15, 27-28) — using false spirituality for personal gain and exploitation

How should we respond to those who are abusing authority?

(I Peter 2:19-21) — submit: Jesus gave the example of suffering for doing good
(Matthew 3:7-10; 14:3-4 / Acts 4:18-19) — confront: bolding speaking against evil

(I Corinthians 7:11, 21) — escape: when it is possible to free yourself from the abuse
Matthew 5:43-45/Romans 12:14, 17-21) — love: showing kindness to our enemies

What leads a person down a wicked path? (Romans 1:21-25 /Il Corinthians 3:5/

| Thessalonians 2:1-6) — it begins by not acknowledging God and giving His thanks - it
grows as we believe ourselves to be competent and do not rely upon His - it becomes
prevalent when pleasing men (including ourselves) become more important than
pleasing God, we resort to deceit, flattery, and whatever accomplishes fulfilling our
selfish desire, wanting to receive praise from men.

How do we typically respond when confronted with our sin? (Genesis 3:8-13; 4:6-8 /

I John 1:8, 10) — we attempt to hide it, to cover up what we’ve done and to cast blame on
others or on circumstances for our choice. We become angry and sullen, rather than
confessing our own responsibility. We deny that what we did was actually sin, seeking
to justify our own self rather than God.

How would God desire for us to respond? (Matthew 3:1/ Acts 26:20/ 1 John 1:9)

He wants us to REPENT! To turn to Him and away from our evil practices. To show the
reality of a change heart by our actions. To agree with God concerning our sin and our
sinful hearts, seeking His forgiveness through Christ.
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