
I Kings 19:12b-22 
Called Back Into Service 

 
 
Focus (12b) – Whom are you serving? (Exodus 33:18-20; 34:5-8) – fire, earthquake, 
gentle? 
 Do you know God? Do you know His character? 
 
 The Almighty Powerful Creator and Judge? (Exodus 19:16; 20:18-20) 
  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
 The gentle loving Savior (Matthew 11:28-30) 
  To know His loving hand is the continuance of wisdom 
 
Facing our actions (13-18) – Why are you here? Why did you flee? 
 
 
 Repeating the question – am I ready for the answer? (John 13:36-38) 
  Have I entered into His love, or do I remain under His wrath? 
 Returning to the place you started (Genesis 16:8-10) 
  Sometimes God wants us to go back and face what we fled from 
  God already has a plan (Proverbs 19:21; 21:30) 
   He protects and preserves His own – His plan cannot be 
changed 
  God always preserves a remnant (Isaiah 37:31-32) 
   The enemy wants us to believe we are on our own – not so 
 
Following God’s plan (19-22) – this must be the desire of our hearts 
 
 
 Being faithful (I Samuel 12:24 / I Thessalonians 5:23-24) 
  With all your heart, consider what He’s done – He is faithful 
 Burning bridges (II Corinthians 7:1 / James 4:4-6) 
  Letting go the things of this world that hinder us from following Him 
 Becoming a servant (Matthew 10:35-45) 
  This is His plan for me – to serve Him by serving others 
 
 
 
 
 



Discussion questions for I Kings 19:12-22 
 
When do we most need to understand the fear of the Lord? (Exodus 20:18-20 / I 
Timothy 4:1-2) When we are facing temptation – knowing that we will be held 
accountable before God (Hebrews 4:13). When we have become callous or 
complacent in our hearts – knowing that God see and judges the attitudes of our 
hearts (Jeremiah 17:10) 
 
 
When do we most need to know His love and gentle compassion? (Psalm 51:1-12) 
When we are humbled and broken before Him – recognizing who we truly are, 
sinners whose only hope is His grace. (Isaiah 66:2 / James 4:6) 
 
 
Why would God sometimes ask us to go back and face the challenges we fled from? 
(I Corinthians 10:13 / Romans 5:3-5 / James 1:2-4 / I Peter 1:6-8) 
We need to grow by learning patience (to remain under) the difficulty that drove 
us to flee. Suffering and trials are one of the means God has for us to grown and 
become more like Jesus. Sometimes God has work that He has prepared for us 
(Ephesians 2:10) and we may need to undergo hardships to accomplish that 
work. (Acts 20:22-24) 
 
 
What truths can help us to face these challenges? (Hebrews 13:5-6 / Romans 8:28-29 / 
II Corinthians 4:16-18 / Titus 2:11-14) Knowing He is always with us – we can be 
content no matter our circumstances (Philippians 4:10-13). Knowing He works all 
things together for our good – being willing to let Him transform our live so that 
we are more like Jesus. Knowing that our sufferings are temporary and that they 
do not compare with the glory that will be ours in heaven. Knowing that we have a 
blessed hope in the One who gave Himself for us – we belong to Him and are 
eager to do whatever He asks. 
 
What is required of us if we are to follow God’s plan for our lives? (Romans 12:1-2 / 
Hebrews 12:1-2 / II Timothy 2:22 / Acts 20:22-24) We need to offer ourselves to Him, 
letting the Holy Spirit fill us and lead us. We need to not conform but be 
transformed through His Word in order to know His will. We need to get rid of the 
things that slow us down, running the race with our eyes fixed on Jesus. We need 
to stop pursuing the desires of our flesh and start pursuing the things of God. We 
need to be willing to do whatever He calls us to do no matter that cost. 
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