| Kings 18:25-40
Choose This Day — Part 2

Cry (25-29)

Problem — that which doesn’t exist can’t answer (lsaiah 44:18)
If what I believe is false, then these beliefs cannot help me.
Persistence — clinging to an empty hope — because they don’t want to change
No amount of effort (Isaiah 64:5-9) — my best is like filthy rags to God
No amount of sincerity (Romans 10:1-2) — I can be sincerely wrong
No amount of devotion — what am | devoted to?
No amount of sacrifice (Isaiah 1:11-13) — God cares about the heart
Not like YHVH (Il Corinthians 1:3/Philippians 4:19/Hebrews 4:16)

Our Comforter, who meets our needs — who welcomes us to cry out to Him
Construction (30-36) — repairing the altar — How is your altar?

People united — 12 stones (Ephesians 4:1-6)

How important for God’s people to be unified (Rom. 15:5-6)
Purpose — in His Name (John 14:13) — to bring Him glory

Doing all we do for Him — aligned with His will and His character
Power — let no doubt remain (Gideon — Judges 7:15) — His power, not ours

Conviction (37-40) — to turn hearts back to the true God

Purpose
To know that YHWH is God (Isaiah 43:10-12) — He has proven Himself
To know that He desires our hearts and our devotion (Il Chronicles 16:9)
To leave no doubt about His power (Exodus 20:18-20)
That He would be feared and His people would obey
Praise & Worship — to the only One who is worthy (Revelation 4:4)
We must choose (Josh. 24:15) — He alone is on the Throne

Purity — removing what is false (Il Corinthians 7:1)
Removing everything in our lives that lead us away from God and His truth

Confidence (Il Corinthians 3:4-5) — not in ourselves, but in the One we serve

Promise — God is faithful (I Corinthians 10:13)
He keeps is promises, He is always with us, He provides a way out
Prayer — calling upon God with consistency and persistence (I Thess. 5:16-18)
Rejoicing, Praying, and Giving Thanks ALWAYS!
Power — running ahead of the chariot — all things through Christ



Discussion questions for | Kings 18:25-40

What things do people cry out to — that offer no real hope?

(Colossians 2:8) — Man’s philosophies (science, psychology)

(I Cor. 2:20-21/Jdn. 5:39-40/Pr. 1:7; 9:10) — Education: without Christ

(Eccl. 5:10-12) — Pursuing wealth

(I Cor. 6:12-20/1 Thess. 4:3-8) — Pursuing sexual pleasure

(Eph. 5:18/Gal. 5:19-21/Pr. 23:29-35) — Drugs or alcohol: to numb their
depression

(Ps. 115:1-8) — idols or false beliefs
What things do people trust in or cling to — that cannot save?

(Il Tim. 3:1-5) — Themselves, pursuing the things they want

(I Tim. 6:6-10) — believing that money is the answer, which leads away from
God

(Ps. 27:7-10) — hoping family or friends will satisfy — live on through
children?

(I'Tim. 6:20-21) — false and empty beliefs of men (evolution?)

What would it look like for us to “rebuild the altar” of our spiritual walk?
(Ps. 5:1-3; 119:9-11) — spending time in daily devotions with our Lord
(Rom. 12:1-2) — surrendering our lives to Him, and renewing our minds
(I In. 2:4-6; 3:4-6) — walking with Jesus in obedience to His word
(Heb. 10:24-25) - worshipping our Lord both personally and corporately

How can we know with certainty that the LORD (YHVH) is God?
(Jn. 14:7) — by knowing Him, through having a relationship with Jesus
(Gal. 5:22-25) — by walking with Him, through the indwelling Holy Spirit
(Ps. 19:1-6/Rm. 1:18-21) — by acknowledging His divine evidence in Creation
(Ps. 19:7-9/ls. 48:3-5) — by acknowledging His divine evidence in Scripture
(Rm. 1:16/Jn. 14:15) — by recognizing His life in us

How can we have confidence in our walk with Jesus?
(Il Pt. 1:5-11) — growing in our faith, which draws us closer to Jesus, and
keeps
us from stumbling (remembering that we have been cleansed)
(Col. 1:9-14) - growing in His word, through spiritual understanding,
and applying
the things we learn in our lives, causing us to see Him and thank Him
(I Pt. 3:18/Col. 2:6-7) — growing in His grace, through growing in our
knowledge
of Him, and recognizing everything | have and do is only by His
grace
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