| Kings 18:1-24
Choose this Day — Part 1

Confrontation (1-19)

Presenting himself — Elijah comes out of hiding
Before one who has sought his death — God is with us (Dt. 31:8)
Providing — Obadiah’s ministry — secretly working for the Lord

Feeding & protecting the prophets — “For such a time as this” (Esther 4:14)
Making a difference in a godless environment (like Joseph,
Daniel)
Feeding horses? — the priorities of ungodly leadership (Luke 12:6-7)
Animals over people? — compromising values (I Cor. 15:33)
Proclaiming truth — the true source of Israel’s troubles (James 1:14)
Unwilling to acknowledge our own sin (Galatians 6:7-8)
Forsaking the LORD’s commands (Leviticus 26:14-39)
The results of ongoing, unrepentant, rebellious sin
Following the Baals (I Kings 16:31-33) -Baal = lord
False gods leading to atrocious practices
Choice (20-24) We always have a choice as to whom we will serve (Joshua 24:15)

Procrastination — How long will you waiver? (Il Corinthians 6:2)
Delayed obedience and surrender to our Lord can be costly = sin
We cannot serve two masters (Luke 16:13 / | Corinthians 7:35)
Am | serving myself or serving my Lord?
Why waste our lives — serve YHVH (Mark 8:34-38)
Only what’s done in and for Christ will last!
Proving — establishing the truth — settling the question in their minds

Demonstrating His power — reaching those who have been led astray
No doubt as to the true God — idols can do nothing (Ps. 15:3-8)
Deception — by those who reject the truth (Il Thess. 2:10 / Revelation
13:13)
The deceiver produces the counterfeit — blinding eyes from
seeing
Doubters are left to doubt (Matthew 12:38-39)
Those whose hearts cannot see what is right in front of them



Discussion questions for | Kings 18:1-24

Why would Elijah, who trusted in the LORD, be in hiding? (John 7:1, 6; 11:54 / | Timothy
2:2)

There is a time and purpose for both our lives and our deaths — we, like Jesus,
need to stay close to the Father to know and be led by His will. We pray for godly
leadership, but at times the wicked are in power, requiring us to be discerning as
to when and how we make our true beliefs known. (but we are not to compromise
— nor are we to be ashamed of the One to whom we belong)

Why do we look everywhere but at ourselves for the cause of our hardship? (Genesis
3:12 / Psalm 36:1-2 / James 4:1-3) We are like our 15t parents — casting blame for
our own wrong choices. We flatter ourselves, making flimsy excuses for our
actions — not wanting to own our wretchedness. We are selfish creatures wanting
to get our own way, and willing to justify what is evil to accomplish the fulfillment
of our selfish desires. We don’t believe that Jeremiah 17:9 is true of us.

What are the possible hazards of delaying our commitment to follow Jesus? (Mark
13:32-37 / James 4:17 / 1l Corinthians 6:1-2 / Luke 7:29-30) At the very least, we miss
out on opportunities to be a part of God’s plan (Ephesians 5:15-17) Or even more
serious, we miss the grace of God — finding ourselves separated from Him for
eternity. Because we are distracted by other things — we find ourselves
unprepared for what the Lord is doing. We can be like the Pharisees, who thought
they were following God’s will and end up missing out on God'’s purpose for our
lives.

Why do people respond differently when exposed to the truth? (John 18:37-38 /
Matthew 12:22-24 / Acts 17:31-32 / |l Peter 2:20-22) Some have become so confused
and calloused by this world lies — that they no longer believe there is absolute
truth. Some are so arrogant of their own thinking — that they cannot see the truth
when it is blatantly presented to them. (like the Pharisees who could not accept
Jesus even though He did the things that they themselves taught only the
Messiah could do) Some have rejected the possibility of the supernatural, falsely
believing that man is the highest order of beings — that they will not accept
anything that faulty science cannot prove. Some have rejected the truth even
after knowing it is true — that they continue to believe in their own destructive
ways.
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