1 Kings 8:7-14
The Heart Revealed

Reputation (7-8) — (I Timothy 3:7 / | Peter 2:12)
Important among believers and nonbelievers
Though accusations are made against us — our deeds speak for themselves
Known as a man of God (I Timothy 6:11)
Where do people turn when they face severe trials?
Known as one who speaks truth (John 18:20-23)
Our Lord always speaks truth (John 14:6; 17;17)

Reward (8-9) — using $ to buy God’s favor (Psalm 50:7-15)
He owns everything (Psalm 24:1) - what do | have to offer Him?

Sending a gift (Genesis 32:19-21/ Luke 16:13-15)
It may work on Esau, but it will not impress God
Seeking His blessing (Acts 8:18-21)
Itis arrogant and sinful to think we can somehow influence God to do
things our way instead of His way
Receiving God’s message (10-11) - (Jeremiah 17:10) — He knows our hearts and motives

He will recover (from his illness)
Hazael’s heart was known by God
He will die (From Hazael’s hand)

He sees our hearts (I Chronicles 28:9 / Psalm 139:23-24)
Is my heart fully devoted to the One who sees and knows me?
Do I welcome His to search and correct my heart?

Reality (12-14) - what God has spoken (Psalm 33:10-11 / Psalm 119:30, 37, 96, 160)
We cannot change: His truth; His value; His perfection; His eternal laws
Cruelty of a wicked heart (Ecclesiastes 4:1)

Exposed when men gain power over others
Coming to pass (see Il Kings 10:32-33) — (Ezekiel 12:26-28)
What God has said that shall He do!



Discussion questions for Il Kings 8:7-14

Why is our reputation so important? How can we develop a good reputation? How can a
good reputation be destroyed? (Il Corinthians 5:18-21 / Matthew 5:3-16 / Colossians 3:12-
15/ Nehemiah 6:10-13) We are Christ’s Ambassadors — what we do represents our Lord
and Savior. We bear good testimony when we walk fearfully and humbly before our
God. Seeking His righteousness and desiring to share His light points others to our
God and Father. We are to put on the Lord Jesus Christ, that His character is on display
in our lives. Our reputations can be destroyed by a single sinful act when itis blatantly
contrary to the teaching of His Word. May we be like Nehemiah, standing firm with God
with humility and integrity.

What allows us the privilege of approaching our God? What do most people think is
necessary to approach God? What are some wrong ways to approach God?

(John 1:12/Hebrew 2:17-18; 4:14-16 / Isaiah 64:6 / Romans 2:1-4 / Isaiah 1:12-18)
Through believing in Jesus, we become God’s children. As such we have Jesus as our
High Priest and Intercessor. We have His help through any temptation, and we are
welcome to come before the Throne of Grace at any time.

To somehow think we have the right to approach God because of our own merit
is to be woefully blind to the corruption of our own hearts. (Jeremiah 17:9) We often
point our finger at others while having the same corrupt attitudes in our own hearts
and minds. Performing empty religious rituals only anger our God - He wants our
hearts to be giving to Him.

What can you know for certain about the things God has spoken? How should this impact
your life? (Isaiah 55:11 / Il Corinthians 1:20) His Word will always accomplish the
purpose for which He sent it and whatever God has promised that He will also do.
“God said it, that settles it, | believe it”
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