
II Kings 7:1-8 
What Have We Got to Lose? 

 
 
Proclamation (1-2) 
 
 
 Casting doubt – our enemy’s tactics (Genesis 3:1-5) 
  Does God: hear or care? Is His Word reliable, complete, sufficient? 
 Consequences of unbelief (Matthew 13:58 / Mark 9:23-24 / John 3:18 & 36) 
  Help my unbelief! To not believe in Christ is to be condemned. 
 
Predicament (3-4) – the problem of Pascal’s wager (I Corinthians 15:19 & 32) see attached 
 If our faith is not true, we are to be most pitied (Mark 8:34-38 / Luke 14:25-27, 33) 
 
 Stay & die – for us, to live is Christ (Philippians 1:21-25) 
  Our challenge is to live for Him and let Him lead us 
 Surrender & possibly be spared – our security is Christ (II Cor. 1:21-22/Eph. 1:13-14) 
  Our privilege is knowing that our future is secure in Him 
 
Prepared by God (5-7) – the unseen hand of God (Isaiah 41:10) 
 We are upheld by His Righteous Right Hand 
 
 Found an empty camp – more than we can imagine (Ephesians 3:20) 
  Have you ever been surprised by how God met your need? 
 Fear – heard the sound of an overwhelming army – it is good to fear the Lord 
  Even for His enemies, it is wise to fear the LORD (see attached sheet) 
 Flight – leaving everything behind (I Peter 1:3-5) – looking to what is ahead 
  We can leave everything behind when He leads us because we know 
  what He has promised us 
Pillaging the camp (8) (I Samuel 30:23-25 – David’s rule) 
 The spoils of victory are to be shared because God is the one who brings victory 
 
 Satisfying their hunger (Mark 6:34-37) – Jesus satisfies physical and spiritual hunger 
  Our priority (Matthew 6:33) The greater need (John 4:32-34) 
 Storing the plunder for themselves – where is your heart? (Mt. 6:19-21/Jms. 5:1-5) 
  We ought to store up treasures in heaven through our generosity 
  We ought not to hoard for ourselves or live lavish lifestyles 



Discussion questions for II Kings 7:1-8 
 
 
In what ways is Satan sowing seeds of doubt today? How can we protect ourselves from 
falling prey to his tactics? 
(II Timothy 4:3-4 / II Peter 2:1-3; 17-19) – false teachers appealing to sinful desires, etc. 
(Proverbs 2:1-5) – growing in the fear of the LORD  
(Psalm 119:9-11 / John 8:31-32) – investing in knowing and living out God’s word 
(Ephesians 6:10-18) – be strong in the LORD with His armor in place 
 There is so much false teaching being spread through the media, the internet 
and AI. The only means of protection is the knowledge of truth through growing in our 
understanding of and obedience to God’s Word. 
 
 
How is it different for us when faced with difficult (even life changing) decisions than it was 
for the 4 lepers? How is it different for us than following Pascal’s logic? 
(John 14:15-17, 26 / II Timothy 3:16-17 / II Peter 1:3-4) – We have His Spirit & His word 
(John 15:18-19; 16:33 / James 1:2-4 / II Peter 1:6-9; 4:12-19) – we are called to suffer 

The lepers did not have the indwelling Holy Spirit nor the complete revelation of 
God’s Word. We don’t have to make life and death decisions on our own, but we can 
seek the guidance of His Word and His Spirit and we abide in Him. 
 Pascal did not include the cost of discipleship (Mk. 8:34-36 / Lk. 14:25-27) in his 
assessment. We must be willing to give all for the sake of Jesus and for the gospel. It is 
not a call to an easy life. Regarding His presence, His promises, and His power in us 
even as we walk this earth, the blessings far outweigh the cost. 
 
When God pours His blessings into our lives, how should we respond? 
(II Corinthians 8:1-15 / I Timothy 6:17-19) Whatever resources God has blessed us with 
need to be at His disposal. As we give ourselves first to Him, we will find ourselves 
eager to give to others on His behalf. The goal is not to make our own lives miserable, 
but rather to share His love and blessings with others. When we are blessed with 
surplus, we can enjoy His blessings, but we must also be generous toward His work, 
laying up treasures in heaven rather than on earth. Money is dangerous if we seek to 
always gain more, thus putting our trust in that which is uncertain. 
 
 
 
 



Pascal’s Wager 
 
If God exists and I believe in God, I’ll go to heaven, which is infinitely 
good. If God exists and I don’t believe in God, I may go to hell, which is 
infinitely bad. If God does not exist, then whether I believe in God or not, 
whatever I’d gain or lose would be finite. So, I should believe in God. 

 
 

 
 

The fear of the LORD 
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge (Proverbs 1:7) 
 
To fear the LORD is to hate evil (Proverbs 8:13) 
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10) 
 
The fear of the LORD adds length to life (Proverbs 10:27) 
 
A wise man fears the LORD and shuns evil (Proverbs 14:16) 
 
The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death (Pr. 14:27) 
 
The fear of the LORD teaches a man wisdom (Proverbs 15:33) 
 
The fear of the LORD leads to life: Then one rest content (Proverbs 19:23) 
 
Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe (Pr. 29:25) 
 
A woman who fears the LORD is to be praised (Proverbs 31:30) 
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