1 Kings 6:1-7
Iron Floats

Growing Pains (1-4) - We love to see growth when it happens for the right reasons

Desire to hear (Acts 17:11)
The company of the prophets — wanting to learn more of His Word

Diligent hands (I Thessalonians 4:11-12 / Titus 3:14 / Colossians 3:23-24)
Willingness to work hard at what God has given us to do

Dedicated heart (Il Chronicles 16:9/ Il Timothy 4:7-8)
Fully committed to the Lord — wanting to finish the race well

Grieving over the borrowed tool (5)
What a contrast to the attitude of many in our culture today

Resources are small (James 2:5/ Philippians 4:10-13)
Do we despise the poor? Are we contentin all situations?

Responsible for other’s property (Exodus 20:15 / Luke 6:31; 16:10)

Taking responsibility for what belongs to others — having concern for
other’s property — being responsible for the small things
Gracious God - even in the small things (6-7)

How many times has God showed His love in caring for seemingly insignificant
things in my life?

Seeing the place (Psalm 46:1 /Isaiah 41:10/ Il Corinthians 12:9)
A place of refuge — A place of help - A place of God’s grace

Seeing the impossible - Iron floats (Ephesians 3:20)
He is able to do immeasurably more than we can imagine (Jude 24)

Seeing the participant - He cares for you (Psalm 139:15-17 / | Peter 5:7)
He understands our needs (even in little ways) - HE CARES FOR YOU!



Discussion questions for Il Kings 6:1-7

What does ‘real’ church growth look like? Is numerical growth always good? Why or why
not? (Acts 5:12-14 / Ephesians 4:12-16 / John 12:37-43 /| Corinthians 3:6-7 / Acts 28:24-28)
Real church growth is done by the Lord, not by man’s schemes or gimmicks. Spiritual
growth is more important than numerical growth and should be the priority of the
church. When a church is growing spiritually, it typically is also growing numerically,
but notin all situations. Both Jesus and Paul saw declines in the numbers who came to
be ministered to as their teaching became more difficult to accept. Our role is to plant
seed and provide water, but only God can bring about true growth. As we approach the
last days, there will be fewer who want to hear the truth (Matthew 25:12 /1]
Thessalonians 2:3 /1l Timothy 3:1; 4:3-4)

Why do many young people today show so little respect for other people’s property?
(Deuteronomy 8:13-20 / Hebrews 12:5-11)

For some itis because we have too much - we don’t value what things we have and
therefore don’t value what others have. We think we deserve the blessings we have
received. For many itis a lack of discipline. Many children are not taught to respect
others or their property. Lacking a fear of God (Proverbs 14:26-27), not being properly
disciplined by parents (Proverbs 19:18) and growing up in a culture of rebellion has led
to what we see today.

Why is it important to see God at work even in the ‘small things’ that happen in our lives?
(Zechariah 4:10/ Luke 16:10/ John 14:4) We are not do despise the small things — God is
able to use our little to accomplish His much. (feeding the 5000) When we can be
trusted with little (including our appreciation of the things God does for us and has
given us) we can also be trusted with greater things. When we see God at work in the
small things of our lives we learn to enjoy His presence with us. For as we abide in
Him, He is at work in us.
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