11 Kings 4:8-37
The Power to Give Life

Honoring a man of God (8-10) (I Thessalonians 5:12-13 / Hebrews 13:17)
In love: showing respect and holding in high honor
In obedience: making their work a joy

Hoping to bless one who has blessed you (11-13) (Galatians 6:6 / Ephesians 1:3)
Sharing the good things we have
Pointing to the blessing we have in Christ

Holding a son (14-17) (Ephesians 3:20) — able to do more than we can imagine

Hope shattered (18-21) (Job 1:20-22 / |l Corinthians 4:8-14)
Will we continue to praise God?
Will we still have hope?

Heading toward God (22-25a) (I Samuel 27:1 /1 Kings 12:26-27 / Philippians 3:12-14)
Wrong time to “think for yourself”
Right time to put it behind you and press on toward the goal

Hidden sorrow (25b-29) (Isaiah 40:29-31)
God reveals things to us in His time
In His time, He makes all things beautiful (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

Hanging on (30-31) (Psalm 119:112; 127-128)
Where is your heart? Is it determined to follow His path
Do you love His commands? They will keep you from every evil path

Hope restored (32-37) (Psalm 25:1-5; 27:7-14 / | Peter 1:3-9)
Those who trust their souls to the Lord will not be put to shame.
He will never forsake us - we must wait on Him
Our hope and our inheritance cannot be diminished
Let our faith be proved genuine
Let our hope full us with joy



Discussion questions for Il Kings 4:8-37

How can we bless those who positively influence our lives in Christ? (Philippians 2:19-23 /|
Thessalonians 3:6-8/ lll John 4) By giving our whole heart to serving Jesus by serving
others. By standing firm in the Lord such that your faith and love are seen. By walking
in the truth.

Why would God give hope and then allow that hope to be shattered? (Exodus 4:29-31; 5:19-
23) To teach us to trust Him. To show us He has an even greater plan than we had
imagined. To test our hearts to see if we will remain faithful to Him. (Deuteronomy
13:1-4)

When faced with disappointment from God — how can we keep hanging on and not turn
from Him? (Lamentations 3:18-26 / Colossians 3:1-4) By remembering who He is and
what He has promised us. He is our loving God who is always faithful. His mercies are
new every day and He is always with us to strengthen us for the trial. By setting are
hearts and minds on things above. It is not this world and its pleasures that we are
living for. Whatever the hardship we are facing, it is temporary and not worth
comparing to what lies ahead. (Romans 8:18)

What is guaranteed for those who keep their trust and hope in God? (Isaiah 26:3; 40:31/ |l
Timothy 4:16-18 / Jude 24-25) We will have His peace, His strength, and His hope in the
midst of our suffering. He is faithful and will see us through to the end. He is the One
who keeps us from falling, and He will bring us into His glorious presence.
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