Il Kings 4:38-44
Our Daily Bread

Famine (38) —Jesus is the Bread of Life (John 6:35), without Him we are famished

Hungering for His Word (Amos 8:11-12/ Psalm 119:72, 81)

How far have we strayed from teaching His Word, may we long for truth
Having concern for God’s people (Mark 6:34; 8:1-3)

Do we have compassion for those in need? Both physical and spiritual?

Folly (39-40) — bringing “food” that we know nothing about (Jude 4 — secretly slipping in)

In search of food — without proper knowledge (Il Timothy 4:3-5)

His word brings rebuke and correction — not what we want hear
Including unknown ingredients — inviting false food (Il John 9-10)

We are not to entertain those who bring false teaching

Flour (41) - representing truth, has incredible power (Isaiah 55:10-11 / Romans 10:17)

The cure — putting in the right ingredients - TRUTH (Ephesians 4:14-15)
Speak the truth in love - to keep us from deceptive teaching
The call - serve it to the people (Il Timothy 3:16-4:2)
No matter what - being faithful to the truth of His Word

Feast (42-44) - what God is able to do with the little we have when yielded to Him

Offering what we have to the Lord (John 6:8-9, 11-12)
The 1°' step - give what we have to God (Romans 6:13)

Opening the floodgates of His blessings (Malachi 3:8-10/ Il Corinthians 8:5; 9;8)
As we learn to give & be generous with what God has given to us



Discussion questions for Il Kings 4:38-44

What leads to the famine for God’s Word described in Amos 8? What would you expect to
be true of someone who truly hungers for God’s Word? (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:31-32/
Proverbs 30:5-6 / Revelation 22:18-19 /Matthew 7:21-27 / James 1:22 / Romans 12:2 /|
Timothy 4:1-4 /Il Timothy 4:3-4 / Isaiah 1 / Matthew 23/ Acts 17:11 / ll Timothy 2:15) (Psalm
1:2/Psalm 119: 9-11, 36-37, 97-100, 105, 127-128, 130-131, 151-152)

When we ignore the warnings about changing His Word. When we fail to practice what
we preach. When the church is influenced by the culture instead of the other way
around. When we tolerate false teachings. When we are more focused on religious
ceremonies than on living and walking in relationship with our Savior. When we stop
being good Bereans and no longer rightly divide His Word. / Someone hungering for His
Word delights in His teachings and meditates on them all the time. He hungers to be
right with God by obeying His Word and memorizing His truth. His word is precious to
him, more desirable than riches. His insights and wisdom are profound, being
instructed by His Word. His Word is what directs his life and his steps. He understands
that being close to the LORD, means to be close to His Word, learning from it by
obedience.

What are some examples of the world’s wisdom infiltrating and poisoning His church?
(Mark 7:6-8 / Il Timothy 3:3-4 /11l John 9-11 / Jude 3-4, 12-13, 16)

Holding to the teachings and traditions of men over the teaching of His Word. Wanting
to hear teaching that fits with our desires over God’s desires. Having leaders who are
unaccountable and seek to hold sway over others. Not contending for the faith, but
allowing false teaching within His church from those who are after selfish gain.

(e.g. Psychology, seeker movement, emerging church, health & wealth, apostolic
reformation movement, seeking experiential and/or emotional events over faithful
solid teaching)

What is the answer to getting God’s church back on track, enabling us to be rich with His
blessings? (I Corinthians 15:56-58 / Galatians 5:16-18, 22-25 / Ephesians 4:17-24, 30-32,
15-18 /Il Timothy 3:14-4:2; 4:6-8) — Believe in the One who has given us victory — be
steadfast in working in and for our LORD. Recognizing the influence of our sin-nature -
seeking to allow God to change our thinking and our lives. Not grieving the Holy Spirit
but rather being aware of our circumstances, seeking His will, and being filled with His
Spirit. Allowing His Word to transform our lives as we long for His appearing.
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