1 Kings 4:1-7
Supplied with Qil

Orphans and widows — God’s care (James 1:26-27 / Psalm 68:5)
Pure and undefiled religion cares for other’s needs

Taking advantage of those in need —the response of the creditor (Exodus 22:22-23)
God pays attention when the vulnerable are mistreated

Taking care of those in need —the response of Elisha (Deuteronomy 16:18-19)
Leaders are to be impartial, not influenced by unjust gain

Offering to God the little we have (John 6:8-11)
The faith of a young boy - offering His lunch to feed thousands

God who made our mouths (Exodus 4:11-12)
God can use our weaknesses for His glory when we yield to Him
Giving to God 1%t (Malachi 3:10/ Il Corinthians 8:3-5; 9:6-8)
Give ourselves to God, then offer our resources and time for His purpose.
God pours out tremendous blessing on those who are generous
Oil poured out from above
He is the source of our physical, emotional and spiritual needs

Sufficient for all our needs (Philippians 4:19)

He is not stingy — nor does He lack resources
Sacrifice — God pouring His love into our hearts (Romans 5:5)

By His sacrifice, we can receive His love through His Holy Spiritin us
Supply - is your lamp filled with oil (Matthew 25:7-12)

If we do not have His Spirit, we do not belong to Him (Romans 8:9)



Discussion questions for Il Kings 4:1-7

What does Scripture teach us about our attitudes and actions towards those in need?
(James 2:15-17 /1 John 3:16-18 / [l Thessalonians 3:9-15/ Il Corinthians 8:13-15/
Philippians 4:14-19) It should involve more than just words - If we have the power to act
and help a person in need, we ought to do so (James 4:17). We should also be
discerning. If someone is in need because of their own laziness or foolish choices, we
can still show them compassion, but it is not helpful to them to allow them to continue
in their sin. The goal is not for us to be in need in order for others to not have need, but
for us to be willing to share (sometimes sacrificially) and trust God to provide. Giving is
an act of faith, and God takes note (Matthew 10:42 / Hebrews 6:10). He is able to
provide out needs - we can trust Him.

What is meant by the phrase: God doesn’t need your ability, but wants your availability?
(Exodus 4:10-14 / Ruth 1:16-17 / Isaiah 6:5-8 / | Peter 4:10-11) When God calls us to do
something, He is able to provide everything we need. Our weaknesses are not an
excuse, if fact they are our strength (Il Corinthians 12:9-10). | believe God'’s call is more
important than our gifting — He can provide whatever gifts we need. We need to have
the attitude of Ruth - I will follow Him no matter what - and Isaiah — here am | send me!
With whatever gifts and abilities we have — we are to serve the Lord in His strength and
for His glory.

How can we live in reliance on the Holy Spirit who dwells within us? What are some
practical steps we can take to see that happen in our lives?

(Galatians 5:16-26 /1 John 1:9/ Romans 12:1-2 / Ephesians 4:17-24; 5:15-18)

We first need to recognize we have a choice, to live by the sinful nature or live by the
Spirit. Galatians gives us a view of what each looks like, so | can examine myself and
see whether or not | am walking in the Spirit (i.e. do I display all 9 characteristics of the
Spirit). If not, | can seek cleansing by asking forgiveness and then redirect myselfin
surrendering to His Spirit and renewing my mind through His Word. We need to put off
the old self, be renewed in the attitude of our minds, and put on His righteousness. We
need to watch our lives, looking to follow His will and BE FILLED WITH HIS SPIRIT!
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