
II Kings 3 
Joining Forces 

 
 
Lessons that need to be repeated (1-10) – sometimes we are slow to learn and some 
 lessons require much practice (Hebrews 5:11-14) 
 
 Coming up short of committing our ways to God (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
  We must first give ourselves completely to Him (II Corinthians 8:5) 
 Calling on the righteous for help (Proverbs 24:16) 
  In time of need, people will sometimes turn to those who follow God 
 Compromising – again (I Kings 22:4) 
  Jehoshaphat alliance by marriage led him astray more than once 
 
Looking to the LORD (11-19) – many will turn to God in desperate times, but it is often 
 a temporary change 
 
 Message to those who reject Him (Psalm 15; 115:2-8) 
  You are not worthy – you become like worthless idols 
 Message to those who know Him (Jeremiah 32:26 / Ephesians 3:20-21) 
  Nothing is too hard for God – He can do more than we imagine 
 
Leaning on your own understanding (20-23) – not wise for us with limited vision 
 
 
 Trusting only what you see (Joshua 9:14-15) 
  Only God sees the heart and motives (Jeremiah 17:9-10) 
 Thinking to yourself (I Samuel 27:1 / I Kings 12:26-28) 
  Never a good plan, always seek the Lord’s counsel 
 
Leading to victory – in spite of us, not because of us (24-27) 
 He alone deserves the glory – we are dependent upon Him 
 
 Fighting on the LORD’s side (Isaiah 54:13-17 / Romans 8:31-35) 
  The weapons and schemes of the enemy will not prevail (Proverbs 21:30) 
 Fulfilling prophecy (Joshua 21:45 / Isaiah 55:10-11) 
  What God’s says will happen – His ways & thoughts are higher than ours 
 Failed attempts by the enemy (Deuteronomy 28:7) – He makes us victorious 



Discussion questions for II Kings 3 
 
What do we mean when we say, “God works in spite of us, not because of us?” How does 
understanding this help us to grow spiritually? (Matthew 5:16 / John 15:5 / Philippians 2:12-
13 / Galatians 5:16-18 / Hebrews 12:11 / James 1:2-5) 
It is only because of His grace and mercy that we are alive – that we have been saved. 
We can’t do anything of value without being connected to the Vine (Jesus). The words 
we do will be recognized as coming from God, not us. He alone deserves the praise 
and glory. It is God working in us as we yield not to the flesh, but to the Spirit who 
indwells us. When we are disciplined by God, we need to ask for wisdom, that we may 
learn the lessons He is teaching us. Knowing our dependence upon Him and learning 
to be filled with the Spirit is what brings growth in our spiritual walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
It is normal for us to trust our own judgments when making decisions. What steps might we 
take to ensure we have the Lord’s mind, especially for important matters? (Proverbs 12:15; 
15:22; 28:26; 29:25 / Isaiah 55:6-9 / I Timothy 5:22 / Romans 12:1-2) 
It is always wise to seek godly counsel, beginning with His Word and including others 
who know the word and faithfully walk with the Lord. It is unwise to trust your own 
heart or make decisions based on fearing what men might do. God is available to us, 
His Spirit (our Counselor) dwells within us – seek Him while He may be found. This 
means forsaking our sinful ways and bringing ourselves before Him in humility and 
brokenness. We can look to the example of other who call on the Lord out of a pure 
heart. Ultimately, we must offer ourselves completely to God, not conforming to this 
world, but having our lives transformed by renewing our minds through His word. He 
will reveal His will and plan for our lives – but in His time – so wait on the Lord. 
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