Il Kings 2:19-25
Recognizing God’s Messenger

Cleansing the water (19-22) - Elisha shows God’s power as greater than Baal
Baal could not make the water fertile, though he was the “god of fertility”

Potential — growing on fertile ground (Jeremiah 4:3; 5:30-31 / Isaiah 66:2b)
Soil must be broken to become fruitful - ‘a broken and contrite heart’
Soil that produces an abundant crop (Matthew 13:18-23)
Who hears, understands (by the Spirit) and responds to His word
Purified by salt —we need pure water (Matthew 5:13/Eph. 5:26/1l Tim. 4:3-4)
Preserving our saltiness — do not conform (blend in)
Purified or poisoned — handling His word correctly (Il Timothy 2:15)

Productive — results of fertile ground and pure water (Colossians 1:9-12)
His Word & His Spirit preparing our minds and hearts
His desires in us & His love through us leads us to obedience & fruit
Cursing the prophet (23-25) — Elisha shows what happens to those who reject God
God has done everything for us to be made whole - we must choose Him

Rejection —those chosen by God (Matthew 5:11-12 / Acts 7:51-52 / John 15:18-19)
Persecuted by those who reject the Holy Spirit — He who convicts & calls us
Persecuted by those who hate Jesus — He who gave Himself for us in love

Ridicule — of God’s messengers (Psalm 1:1-2 /1l Chronicles 36:16)
Mockers — those who continue down the wrong path (Jeremiah 25:1-8)
Meditating on His Word - those whose lives are transformed
Will we listen or will we refuse
Receiving —what you deserve (Il Thessalonians 1:5-10; 2:9-15) — a scary thought
Refusing the Gospel - believing we don’t need God???
Refusing to love the truth — wanting to believe a lie???



Discussion questions for Il Kings 2:19-25

In what ways can we be cleansed by God? What will be the evidence (fruit) of our being
cleansed? (Isaiah 1:18 / Ephesians 5:26 / Colossians 2:15/1John 1:9/ Isaiah 1:16-17 /
Ephesians 5:19-20, 27 / Colossians 3:12-17 /1 John 2:3-6)

Letting God speaks to our hearts —reason with us (may we be teachable and humble
before Him). Letting His Word transform our minds (may our thoughts and words be
pleasing to Him). (Psalm 19:14) Letting His work on the cross be acknowledged (may |
know and accept His forgiveness and cleansing) (Il Peter 1:9). Letting our wrongs be
brought before Him (may we acknowledge that He is right and repent).

‘Stop doing wrong, learn to do right!’ Be filled with the Spirit: always giving
thanks to God. Becoming radiant with His love, seeking to be holy and blameless.
Putting on the character of Christ - letting Him be on display in our lives. Living as
Jesus would have us live.

What is the result of continuing down a path away from God? What does that path look like
(fruit)? How do we recognize that we or someone else is on that path? (Genesis 4:6-7 /
Isaiah 1:20/ Jeremiah 6:13-16/ |l Thessalonians 1:8-9/ | Timothy 4:1-2 / Ephesians 4:17-19
/ Galatians 5:19-21)

Sin becomes our master. We are no longer ashamed of our sin. We are on a path of
destruction, being separated from our God. Our hearts and conscience become
calloused. We engage in detestable behavior with a lust for more. We simply gratify
the desires of our flesh. (The fruit of righteousness and the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control are
absent from our lives)
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