1 Kings 2:1-6
A Faithful Follower

As surely as | live — | will not leave you —Jesus is the one who never leaves us (Heb 13:5)

Wanting to be faithful to the end (Il Timothy 4:7 / Matthew 25:21)
To finish the race & keep the faith / to hear ‘Well done...”

Wanting to receive a blessing from the master (Ephesians 1:3 /Il Corinthians 5:10)
We have every blessing in Christ - to not lose our rewards (I Cor 3:14-15)

All the places my master leads — to make me more like Him

Gilgal (to roll) - rolling back the reproach of Egypt (Romans 2:28-29)
Confessing sin (1 Jn 1:9) and throwing off hindrances (Heb 12:1)
Bethel (House of God) - surely the LORD is in this place (Gen 28:16-17 / Jn 1:50-51)
A place to meet with God and worship Him with others
Jericho (moon — ancient deities) — God gives victory (Josh 5:15-6:2 /Il Cor 10:3-5)
A place where God destroys strongholds
Jordan (to descend) — baptized into His death (Romans 6:3-4)
A place to die to self - to repent and confess our sins - to be cleansed

Aware of what lies ahead — do not speak of it — to not be distracted from the moment

Living for the moment - focused on what matters most (Matthew 6:34 / Phil 4:8)
Worry about tomorrow doesn’t help - think on Jesus now!

Losing the cares of this world — giving our burdens to Him (Mt. 11:28-30 /1 Pt 5:7)
Giving Him our burdens that we might be free to serve Him



Discussion questions for Il Kings 2:1-6

What does it look like to be a faithful follower?
Joshua & Moses (Numbers 11:28; 14:6-9; 27:18)
Learning as a disciple - Demonstrating faith and trust in God
Being known as one in whom the Spirit dwells
Timothy & Paul (Philippians 2:19-22)
Putting the interest of Christ before your own
Having a genuine love / serving faithfully alongside his mentor
Us & Jesus (Mark 8:34 / Philippians 3:17 /I Timothy 6:11-12, 17-19)
Denying self - being willing to give your life — following Him
Joining with others in pursuing what is right
Generosity towards others / known for good deeds / living for Him
What “places” will God lead us to cause us to grow in our faith?
(Hebrews 10:24-25)
A place we can gather with His people - to worship, learn, serve & encourage

(Il Corinthians 1:8-9)
A place where we come to the end of ourselves - learning to put all our trust
& hope in Him - not relying on our own strength or abilities

(Acts 16:7-10 / Romans 15:20)
A place where we can share the gospel of His grace, showing His love to those
who do not know Him

Where should our focus be? How can we become better at focusing on what truly matters?
(Colossians 3:1-4 / Hebrews 3:1; 12:1-2 / Philippians 4:4-10)

We are no longer of this world and need to be focused on the place where our Savior is,
knowing that He has prepared a place for us there. Both our hearts and our minds
need to be focused on what is above, not on the things of this world that would distract
us from serving Him. My mind, heart & eyes fixed upon Jesus.

Start by practicing rejoicing always. Take your anxious though and commit them
to Jesus in prayer — with thanksgiving. Dwell upon the character of our Savior - true,
noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent and praiseworthy. Learn to be content,
knowing we can face any circumstances with the One who gives us strength.
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