| Timothy 5:1-16
Loving as a Family

RESPECT (1-2) — regarding the value of others, holding to qualities that honor God
Older men — as fathers (exhort and do not rebuke) (Exodus 20:12) — show honor
Younger men — as brothers (Psalm 133:1) — be unified
Older women — as mothers
Younger women — as sisters (absolute purity) (Ephesians 5:3) — no hint of immorality

RESPONSIBILITY (3-8)
Family
Caring for the elderly (not just financial) (Leviticus 19:32) — value them
Children & grandchildren included (I Thessalonians 2:7, 11-12) — care for needs
Conforming to the faith
Not caring for family is to deny the faith (Psalm 27:3; 78:3-7) - blessings
Not caring for family is worse than being an unbeliever (I Cor. 5:1)
Widows something even unbelievers deem important
Put their hope in God (Dt. 10:18 / Psalm 68:5 / James 1:27) — He cares for them
Pray continually (I Thess. 5:17) — crying out to the One who hears
Pursuing pleasure would mean they were already dead (Il Timothy 3:4)
Pursuing the desires of the flesh
REPUTATION (9-15)
Older widows — to be put on the widows list
Over 60 - a lifetime of serving the Lord
One man woman - faithful to her husband
Outwardly known for good deeds (I Timothy 2:10) — greater importance
Having raised children —a mother’s love poured into her children
Hospitable (I Peter 4:9) — willing to host strangers
Humbly washing the feet of the saints — the greatest serve others
Helping those in trouble — offering resources for others needs
Heart devoted to doing good — a heart that is close to God
Younger widows — encouraged to remarry in the Lord (I Corinthians 7:39)
Marry — to not give in to sensual temptation and break your vow (I Cor. 7:9)
Make babies —to not become idle
Manage your own home — to not become a gossip or a busybody (Titus 2:4-5)
Older women are to train the younger in this regard



Discussion questions for | Timothy 5:1-16)

How do we show respect? What things should we say and do to show respect? (Deuteronomy
5:16 / Leviticus 19:32 / Job 29:21-22 / Philippians 2:3-4) To acknowledge and honor the good
qualities in others — including who they are (created in God’s image), what they are worth
(Jesus died for them), and their position (even if they are not fulfilling their responsibilities —
see Romans 13:7). We should not belittle their person or their position. We should submit to
one another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21), especially the aged (I Peter 5:5)

Why is caring for your family such a big priority? (Genesis 1:26-28 / Malachi 2:13-15 / Ephesians
5:31=6:4) The marriage union and family were the first institution created by God — family is
the fabric of culture, of nations, and of churches. God uses marriage to display the
relationship between Christ and His church and God desires those marriages to bring forth
children who will follow after Him. (Genesis 18:19)

How can women earn a good reputation according to Scripture? (I Corinthians 7:9 / Titus 2:4-5)
How does this differ from our culture? First, to honor God with their bodies by keeping
intimacy within the bounds of marriage. Second, to learn to love (phileo) their husbands and
children. Third, to manage their homes. (note: this does not mean that a woman cannot
invest in things outside the home — see Proverbs 31:10-31 — but that the care of her home and
family is a priority) Our culture disdains the idea of a stay-at-home mom. Our culture flaunts
the sexual attraction and abuse of women. Our culture practices ideals (divorce, abortion,
homosexuality, transgender, pornography, etc.) that degrade the woman and her role in
family and marriage.
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